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      One of the reasons folks visit Fort Worth (or Cowtown) today is the city’s legendary past. After all, Will Rogers once called 
Fort Worth, “Where the West Begins.”  In the late 1800’s, Fort Worth was a  major stop for cowboys on the cattle trails, looking 
for respite from the dusty trails with a hot bath, a hot meal, and maybe a little excitement. TFMA members will embrace the Old 
West with this year’s conference theme, “ Floodplain Management, - Bucking the Tide of New Development” ,  Apr il 26-29th at 
the Clar ion Hotel in For t Wor th.         
So what if you don’ t know one end of a horse from the other? Here it’s easy to be a cowboy or cowgirl. Starch those Wranglers, 
dust off those boots and hat, and get ready for a whooping good time, along with fantastic training and educational opportunities at 
this year’s spring conference. (Speaking of training, I’ ve forwarded several emails to members regarding numerous training oppor-
tunities this year across the state. They’re too numerous to list in the newsletter, so make sure you access the TFMA website to get 
the latest training information).              
Today, Fort Worth is a major tourist attraction due to it’ s unique mix of culture, attractions, and fun activities. See the best of the 
Old West - including a real daily cattle drive of longhorn steers in the Historic Stockyards. Visit the National Cowgirl Museum and 
Hall of Fame, the only museum in the world dedicated to honoring and documenting the distinguished women of the Old West. 
And of course, there’s always the infamous Billy Bob’s Texas dance hall if you can’ t resist riding the mechanical bull or have an 
itch to do a little two-stepping’ . Fort Worth isn’ t just about cowboys and the Old West, however. A recent major tourism develop-
ment to Fort Worth is the Bureau of Engraving and Printing  (BEP) - Department of the Treasury, opening April 2004. The BEP 
produces the nation’s currency, or banknotes in only two locations nationwide, Washington, D.C. and Fort Worth. An opportunity 
to observe the manufacturing of U.S. paper currency is a “must see”  for those visiting this exciting cultural center.    
In addition to tourism, what draws us to Fort Worth is the same as what drew U.S. Army Maj. Ripley Arnold and his troops there 
almost 155 years ago. Arnold and his company of dragoon soldiers established “Fort Worth”  at the confluence of the Clear and 
West Forks of the Trinity River, about where the Tarrant County courthouse stands today.  Like the American Indians before him 
who roamed the river bottoms searching for food and shelter, Arnold recognized the beauty and importance of the river.    
The Trinity River officially starts in Dallas and ends at Lake Anahuac and the Trinity Bay on the gulf coast. In addition to many 
fishing opportunities, the Trinity is also in the heart of the central flyway, providing numerous waterfowl hunting opportunities.    
Following the raging flood of 1949 along the Trinity, which sent water up to the second flood of many downtown buildings, a 20-
year, multimillion-dollar levee project weakened the threat of future floods but resulted in a river that more resembled a man-made 
channel. Thanks to folks who saw something more than that, the river over the past 30 or so years has become a center for recrea-
tion, trails and a place for families to enjoy.  Redevelopment along the river stalled with the economic downturn of the 90’s, but 
the vision remained, and the Trinity River Master Plan became a reality.   
Planners envision a lively waterfront area at the Trinity River in downtown Fort Worth. A renewed Trinity is anticipated for all 88 
miles of the river in Tarrant County. Floodplain management will be maintained, while the river is restored to a natural look 
through new trails, neighborhood links, canoe landings, and 1,400 acres of natural areas. Well within 20 years, vacant land adja-
cent to downtown will be replaced with high-rise residential buildings, with shopping, restaurants and entertainment at ground 
level. The downtown will double in size and influence every part of central Fort Worth. Businesses are relocating their headquar-
ters here, with Pier I and Radio Shack construction winding down.   
Residents see the vision for this incredible river; the business community sees the vision. Floodplain managers see, hear, feel and 
taste the possibilities for reducing flooding while transforming a waterway into a natural beauty, and something incredible to be-
hold. We hope you’ ll join us along the banks of the Trinity in historic Cowtown, for what is sure to be one of the best TFMA con-
ferences ever! See you there, friends, and drive safely! 
 

From the Desk of Roy D. Sedwick, CFM, TFMA Executive Director 
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FROM THE CHAIR 
By Diane Calhoun, CFM 

 
Mark your calendar for the 17th Annual Texas Flood Conference to be held April 26 – 29, 2004, Fort Worth.  
Conference Theme:  “ Floodplain Management, Bucking the Tide of New Development.”    Everyone should 
be receiving detailed conference information, registration, and hotel information soon.  The conference will 
be held at the Clarion Hotel – Performing Arts Center, 600 Commerce, Fort Worth, Texas.  (817) 332-6900.  
Conference Room Rate - $69 (single/double).  Ray Burgess, Vice Chair, has been working with the Hotel, 
and they are ready to roll  out the red carpet for TFMA.   We will have some of the regular activities along 
with some surprises. John Espinoza, Conference Chair, is working with presenters to round out the agenda 
for a comprehensive floodplain management event.  
 
Remember the Membership Survey that most of you completed?  Well, results have been compiled and 
should be posted in the TFMA web site.  Survey results reflect input from our members, and will be benefi-
cial to establishing guidelines and goals for the future direction of our Association. A presentation is planned 
for the Flood Conference which will provide specific survey results and an overview of Association objec-
tives based on your comments and suggestions.     
 
Cathy Meek, Editor of the Newsletter has recently notified TFMA that she will no longer be able to fulfill 
the duties of Editor due to personal and professional obligations.   Cathy has been an active member of 
TFMA for many years and she will continue to be active in other fields.   Cathy, you have done a great job 
with the Newsletter, sometimes with very little help from anyone, and still produced an outstanding publica-
tion.  Thank you Cathy, for your unending support and willingness to keep sight of the goals of  TFMA and 
the promotion of sound floodplain management.    Next time you see Cathy, make sure that you take the time 
to thank her for a great job.  She has been a pillar of strength in many ways to the Association and has done 
an outstanding job.   Cathy we appreciate you, and we applaud your efforts.   
 
Without missing a step, we have a volunteer that has stepped forward and will be taking on the responsibility 
of Editor. Don Wallace and Mindy Wallace with Wallace Group have graciously accepted the responsibility.   
Don and his daughter, Mindy (no relation to Bob Wallace, owner of Wallace Group) are very excited to be 
involved with TFMA and look forward to taking on the responsibility of the Newsletter.  I am confident they 
will do a great job.  Put your best face forward and smile the next time you see them with a camera; better 
yet, contribute to the newsletter and call them at (214) 747-3733. Many thanks to Don and Mindy.  
 
 Experience is the worst teacher.  It always gives the test first and the instructions afterward.  So remember,  
mark your calendar for the April 26 – 29, 2004 dates, and experience a great time in Fort Worth, Texas.  Ex-
perience may be the worst teacher, but humor is the best teacher of all, especially if we can learn to laugh at 
ourselves. On that insightful note, let me end with a joke.  It gives us an opportunity to truly appreciate that 
we serve the industry as floodplain managers, not flood insurance agents! 
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A FLOOD STORY 
By Judith Rae Glaze 

 
The following story is true. It was recently forwarded to me by Judith Glaze, who is a long-time resident of Kerr-
ville, Texas. Many of you know that I am a flood history geek. One of the things I most enjoy is researching Texas 
flooding events; in fact, I am slowly working on ‘A Flood History of Texas’  that I hope to one day publish. With that 
said, you can imagine how moved I was to hear of Judith’s real-life experience in the 1978 Guadalupe River flood. 
It’s a blessing she survived and is willing to share this personal experience with others. This hair-raising event pro-
vides us an opportunity to value our lives and those we love, and gives us renewed pride in our dedication to protect 
others from the devastation caused by flooding. A heartfelt thank you to Judith -  I will continue to invite her to be 
our honored guest at one of our conferences; I know we would all personally love to meet this courageous and in-
credible lady.  
Roy Sedwick, TFMA Executive Director 
 
Roy,  
     You seem interested in the details of the ‘78 flood, so I hope I won’ t bore you with this long disserta-
tion. My grandmother and I lived in a new home overlooking Turtle Creek, built in the summer of 1977, 
near the point where Turtle Creek empties into the Guadalupe River at Drink’s Crossing (near Center 
Point). Our home was built 2 feet above the 100-year floodplain, so what we experienced was shocking to 
the many people whose families have lived in this area for years and never guessed the water could get so 
high.  
     The story my 72-year old grandmother had to tell was probably more frightening than mine. She sur-
vived that flood and lived to the grand age of 95. After being in the water at least a couple of hours, she 
was rescued by a ranch manager who happened to be out checking his cattle. He was contacted via CB ra-
dio by my father (all of our phones were out), who lived on the other side of Turtle Creek, high up on a hill 
and well out of harms way as far as the rising water was concerned; however, he could not get to us. This 
ranch manager was a total stranger, yet he risked his life to rescue my grandmother. He had no rope, so he 
cut wire from a ranch fence to help in his attempt to reach her. It’s a long tale about how he got her out of 
the house and into his truck, which was parked on the high road near the house. By the time he rescued 
her, the truck was half-way under water. 
      I was actually in several different trees those early morning hours after being literally swept out of the 
house under the raging water and downstream at 3:30 a.m. Yes, I was terrified as the lightning gave me a 
view of what was washing downstream. As I screamed constantly at the top of my lungs for someone to 
help, I watched as trees, huge logs, even a car pass by my tree. All the while I was wondering what snakes 
and other varmints may be in the water with me. I actually did not believe I would survive that night. The 
rain was horrendous, as was the constant lightning and thunder. I had to keep climbing higher and higher 
in the tree as the water rose. My family members had tried all those hours to figure out a way to get to me, 
but it was not possible in the torrential rain and swift water. My brother-in-law, an attorney in town, con-
tacted another friend with a boat, and they did what they could to get to me, but could not. As you well 
know, the rapid current does not allow for swimming or boating.  
     Miraculously at daylight, at 7:30 a.m. on the morning of August 2, 1978, the water went down as if 
someone had pulled the plug, and I was rescued (my family tells me I was about 14 feet high in that tree). 
     Daylight was a welcome sight that morning. Yet it brought more horrors as we could then see the dev-
astation of the area and how the back walls of what was a beautiful home were totally washed away, along 
with most of our belongings and the furnishings. What was left was plenty of mud, everywhere, even 
packed inside the kitchen cabinets! I can assure you I have since developed a high respect for rivers and 
creeks. Many would probably say I am paranoid about low-water crossings or even going near water dur-
ing a rain. I find so many people, even those that have lived here a long time, still do not realize the dan-
gers associated with water in our hill country area. I guess I will never be truly over what happened to me, 
even after 25 years. I hope this will help other people be more aware of water and it’s tremendous strength. 
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ASFPM Requests Assistance in  
Distributing CFM Promotional Article to Local 

Communities 
By Chad Berginnis, ASFPM Chair 

 
The Association of State Floodplain Managers established the Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM.) Pro-
gram in 1999. The emphasis of the Program is to ensure that floodplain managers know the national stan-
dards and the national programs, in addition to the tools to implement them at the local level. In order to 
strengthen the CFM. Program, ASFPM would like to share information about the CFM. Program and its 
benefits with the local communities within your regional area. Please provide the promotional article here to 
your state's Municipal Leagues, Mayors and City Managers groups, planning associations and county offi-
cials' organizations. It would be ideal if they published the attached article in a newsletter. The attached 
CFM Program promotional article is available in MS Publisher., MS Word. (text only) and Adobe. Reader. 
formats. 

When we sent the article Is Your Floodplain Manager Certified  to other organizations, we used the follow-
ing language as an introduction. Please feel free to use this, or something similar, in your cover to the Mu-
nicipal Leagues and other organizations. 

The Certified Floodplain Manager Program can help your community's elected officials and agency staff. 
Attached is a short article on the program, with a note about where interested parties can get more infor-
mation. When you run the article, please send ASFPM a copy of the printed material or reference to a 
website where it may be posted. You can email it to memberhelp@floods.org. 
Please contact Anita Larson at the ASFPM Executive Office at 608-274-0123 if you have questions, or 
would like us to personalize this article to address your specific audience. 
Please keep us posted as to which organizations you sent the information to. Again, if you have ques-
tions, please contact Anita. We appreciate your help in promoting the CFM Program! 

         
IS YOUR FLOODPLAIN MANAGER CERTIFIED? 
What follows is an announcement that will help your community to make the most of YOUR participation in 
the National Flood Insurance Program... 

 
In the early 1990’s, Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, was facing the possibility of being placed on probation 
(by FEMA) for failing to comply with their obligations under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
City staff attended courses sponsored by the State and FEMA and became knowledgeable about floodplain 
management and their community’s responsibilities under the NFIP. Mount Pleasant is now not only in good 
standing with the NFIP, but it is an active participant in the Community Rating System which has reduced 
the flood insurance premiums in the Town because of its exemplary flood pl a i n management program. 
Mount Pleasant is only one of hundreds of cases that have demonstrated how well-trained staff pays off. As 
a result, floodplain development is better managed, flood losses are reduced, property owners are better 
protected, there is compliance with State and Federal programs, and residents enjoy lower insurance 
premiums.  
 
How do you know if your  staff is adequately prepared for  the job?  
Short of an assessment visit by FEMA or your state’s NFIP coordinating agency, the best way to know they 
are competent is to encourage them to become Certified Floodplain Managers (CFMs®). Only with adequate 
training and education to gain knowledge in flood mapping, the requirements of the NFIP, building 
construction in flood hazard areas, administering floodplain management regulations, and related topics, 
can a person pass the rigorous certification exam. In order to maintain their certification, they must attend 
classes, workshops or home study courses to keep CFMs® up to date on new approaches, standards and 
programs for their community.  
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(CFM promotional article, contd.) 
 
The Certified Floodplain Manager Program was established by the Association of State floodplain Managers 
(ASFPM) in 1999. The emphasis of the Program is on knowing the fundamentals of flood mapping, 
managing floodplain development, national and state standards, and how to apply them to a locally 
administered program. CFMs® have been defined as people “ who know their stuff.”  To become a CFM®, a 
person should study the basics of floodplain management. These are found in courses conducted by FEMA, 
the states and ASFPM. The best single reference is the course material used for FEMA’s course Managing 
Floodplain Development Through the National Flood Insurance Program (FEMA IS-9), which can be 
downloaded through a link on the ASFPM website www.floods.org).  
 
When a person is ready, he or she applies to take the exam, which is offered many times throughout the 
year at locations around the country, often in conjunction with a state training program or conference which 
prepares the person for the exam. The exam is three hours long and covers the gamut of topics that a local 
administrator needs to know. Application forms are available on the ASFPM website www.floods.org). 
 
In order for a Certified Floodplain Manager to continue to effectively serve his or her community, continuing 
education is necessary. Credits for this continuing education can be obtained by attending training, 
workshops/technical conferences or by completing graded home study courses. CECs can also be obtained 
through web based training courses offered by our Partner, RedVector.com® ASFPM Members receive a 
discount when they link to RedVector.com® through the ASFPM website and use the ASFPM reference 
code. CFMs® must provide verification for completing continuing education during each two year renewal 
period, thus demonstrating their continuing competency in handling their community’s floodplain program. 
 
Today the CFM® Program boasts over 1400 certified professionals nationwide. Employers of these CFMs® 

are now reaping the rewards of having staff that “know their stuff”. Some communities have received 
additional credit under the NFIP Community Rating System. Other communities report they have less 
trouble with the construction industry because the staff is able to clearly explain the process and 
requirements of the local floodplain ordinance.  
 
The CFM® Program has become an integral part of floodplain management around the country. In the  
state of New Mexico, it is a state law requirement that  a CFM® administor know a community’s floodplain 
ordinance, which are adopted to meet community obligations under the NFIP. In Arkansas, state law now 
requires local floodplain administrators to obtain continuing education. In Harris County (Houston Area in 
Texas), CFMs® on staff at the Flood Control District shifted into high gear when Tropical Storm Allison hit  
in the summer of 2001. That storm resulted in over $5 billion in damages and over 46,000 homes flooded. 
In cooperation with these CFMs®, the District initiated a “fast track” acquisition and relocation program for 
their 35 communities. 
 

 

Proper Use of CFM and TCFM  Designations 
By John Ivey, PE, CFM, ASFPM Certification Committee   

To be recognized as a CFM or TCFM, you must be a member of the Texas Floodplain Management Asso-
ciation and recognized as a CFM or TCFM by the Association. Your annual TFMA membership dues must 
be current and you must meet the CFM or TCFM certification (and recertification) requirements which are 
posted on the TFMA and ASFPM websites (www.tfma.org and www.floods.org).  TCFM is a classification 
for persons that were certified prior to 2000 and before the TFMA CFM Program received national certifica-
tion. These persons are classified as “TCFM” and they will always be a TCFM in Texas if they maintain their 
TFMA membership and comply with TCFM recertification requirements that include submittal of proof that 
the minimal continuing education requirements (CEC’s) and payment of the recertification fee. Only those 
persons that have been certified as a TCFM are allowed to use the title such as signing a letter or docu-
ment. “CFM” certification is a copyright registered to ASFPM and only CFM’s that have met the ASFPM na-
tional requirements can use the CFM title. Remember, once you become certified as a TCFM or CFM, it is 
your responsibility to maintain CEC and recertification requirements. The use of the TCFM and CFM are a 
privilege and it is our responsibility to use the designations correctly. 
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MITIGATION PLANNING AND THE NOVEMBER DEADLINE 

By Rebecca Quinn, CFM, RCQuinn Consulting, Inc. 

 
As time passes, people are starting to ask what will happen on November 1, 2004 . . . that magic date when certain 
consequences and limitations related to state and local mitigation planning go into effect. What will really happen? 
There are two parts to the answer. The first is what happens if a community does not have a mitigation plan in place; 
the second concerns the consequences if a state has no approved mitigation plan in place by the deadline. Communities 
need to be aware of both. 
 
In October 2002, FEMA issued an interim final rule regarding dates and related requirements for local mitigation 
plans. A subsequent rule, issued in October 2003, modified one of those dates. The current effective regulations are 
found at 44 CFR Parts 201 and 206 (be sure to use the most current version). 
 
What happens if a community does not have a mitigation plan on November  1, 2004? 
The November 1, 2004, deadline is not a “drop-dead”  point in time. When that day has come and gone, planning won’ t 
come to a screeching halt—and the opportunity to seek mitigation funds will not be lost forever. Communities can and 
should continue to develop and adopt hazard mitigation plans after that date, and funds to support that planning will 
continue to be made available by FEMA. But November 1, 2004, is a very important date to keep in mind because 
there are certain consequences and limitations that will go into effect then. 
 
For the post-disaster  Hazard Mitigation Grant Program  
After November 1, 2004, HMGP will only 
be available to communities in states that have approved mitigation plans (see section below). As set forth in the 
current federal regulations, there are two consequences or limitations if a community does not have an approved local 
mitigation plan and the community is included in a declaration of a major disaster. The limitations are distinguished by 
whether a community may apply for, or may receive grant funds: 
1. For disasters declared before November 1, 2004, a community without a plan can apply for and receive an HMGP 
project grant, but must commit to developing the plan while implementing the project.   
2. For disasters declared after November 1, 2004, a community without a plan CANNOT apply for HMGP project 
grants. It may, however, apply for planning grants from the 7% of HMGP funds available for planning. 
 
For the Pre-Disaster  Mitigation program (PDM) 
The November 1, 2004, deadline does not affect eligibility for PDM funding (provided the state has an approved plan). 
From now on (i.e., for notices of funds availability issued after November 1, 2003), a community without an approved 
plan may apply for PDM funding—but communities must have an approved plan in order to RECEIVE a PDM project 
grant. 
 
What happens if a state does not have a mitigation plan on November  1, 2004? 
These consequences are much more significant—and communities would do well to check on the status of their state’s 
plan. As of late January, FEMA reported that no state plans had been approved under this requirement. What is at risk 
if a FEMA-approved state mitigation plan is not in place by November 1, 2004? Plenty. The federal regulation at Sec. 
201.1 states that: By November 1, 2004, States must have an approved Standard State Mitigation plan meeting the requirements 
of this section in order to receive assistance under the Stafford Act . . . In any case, emergency assistance provided under [several 
Stafford Act sections cited] will not be affected. The distinction, then, is whether disaster assistance is “emergency”  in 
nature. The following emergency assistance WILL BE PROVIDED even if a state does not have an approved plan (section 
references are to the Stafford Act (as amended by DMA2000)): 
• 5170a: General Federal Assistance 
• 5170b: Essential Assistance 
• 5173: Debris Removal 
• 5174: Assistance to Individuals and Households 
(including Housing Assistance and Financial 
Assistance to Address Other Needs) 
• 5177: Unemployment Assistance 
• 5179: Food Coupons and Distribution 
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     As a Hazard Mitigation Specialist for FEMA, Ivy 
Frances, Region I, suggests careful planning when de-
veloping the next drainage project in your community. 
Regular maintenance and clearing of roadside culverts 
are extremely beneficial to directing stormwater and 
floodwater away from infrastructure and development. 
But, when constructing these projects or implementing 
a regular maintenance program, are you taking a good 
look at the trees? Trees you say?  
    Trees in the way of ditch lines and culvert place-
ment are usually cut down and not replanted. Unfortu-
nately, this action is usually not weighed against the 
benefits that trees are providing in reducing stormwa-
ter.  
     Keeping trees results in the construction of less in-
frastructure for stormwater conveyance, saving money 
and time. The average tree transpires 70 gallons of wa-
ter per day. Additionally, some rainwater never 
reaches the ground because it is intercepted by leaves, 
limbs, and trunks. This water that is absorbed, not 
saturating the ground.  This water doesn’ t have to be 
channeled, ditched, directed, managed or diverted. 
That equates to no construction or continued mainte-
nance costs.  
     Trees provide other benefits as well, such as reduc-
ing pollutants in stormwater. Shade reduces the 
amount of sunlight that reaches the pavement, reduc-
ing its temperature and the surrounding air. Above all, 
a tree-lined street is scenic and adds to a community’s 
appeal.  
   If you decide to plant trees, or keep the trees that al-
ready exist, it’ s important to make sure they are prop-
erly maintained and inspected regularly. Native trees 
are the best to plant and take little care. Even when 
properly cared for, a tree becomes hazardous as it 
ages, so inspect trees along roads and remove them 
before they fall into the road. Other considerations are 
making certain trees are not planted below power 
lines. 
     When it is time to plan the next drainage project, or 
when considering a maintenance program for existing 
drainage ditches as a mitigation action in your plan, 
consider the trees.  

(mitigation planning, contd.) 
 
• 5180: Food Commodities 
• 5182: Legal Services 
• 5183: Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training 
• 5184: Community Disaster Loans 
• 5192: Federal Emergency Assistance. 
 
Certain categories of Public Assistance are permanent  
restorative work and are not considered “emergency”   
in nature. Public Assistance WILL NOT BE PROVIDED 
 for Category C (roads and bridges), Category D 
 (water Category F (public utilities), or Category G  
(other facilities). 
 
But the consequences don’ t stop there. Three more 
streams of federal disaster assistance will not be 
available unless a state has an approved plan: Hazard  
Mitigation Grant Program funds (HMGP); Pre-Disaster 
 Mitigation grants (PDM); and Fire Management  
Assistance Grants (the non-emergency components). 
 
It is clear that Congress, as expressed in the passage of  
the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, expects states and 
 communities to get serious about reducing the longterm 
 impacts of disasters. How serious? Well, consider what  
the loss of the “non-emergency assistance” would mean 
 to your state and community if the state’s plan is not in 
place. Between 1989 and 1998 (the only period for  
which ASFPM has data), FEMA’s disaster assistance 
 provided: 
 
· $7.96 billion for Public Assistance (permanent 
      restorative works categories only); and   
· $1.47 billion for the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
      Program. 
 

HMPG/ DISASTER MITIGATION ACT 
 
The House-passed bill (H.R. 3181) provides a three-year 
reauthorization for the pre-disaster mitigation grant program and 
restores the authorized level for the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program to 15% from 7.5% of disaster relief. Since the DMA2000 
expired on December 31st, a simple one-year reauthorization was 
included in the Omnibus Appropriations Bill for FY ‘04 signed by 
the President in January. 
 
The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works may 
take up the House bill during this session. Other business before 
the committee and some concerns within the committee about 
restoring HMGP to 15% may stall consideration of the legislation. 
A Stafford Act Coalition that includes the National Emergency 
Management Association, the National League of Cities, the 
National Association of Counties, the National Association of 
Development Organizations, the American Public Works 
Association, the American Planning Association, and others is 
working to increase awareness of the importance of the bill and 
restoring the authorized HMGP level to 15%. 
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 IT’S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 
 
It’s time to renew your membership in TFMA. 
Renewal forms were mailed out in January 
and must be received by March 1, 2004 in or-
der to maintain your CFM designation. 
Whoops! If you haven’t noticed, you’re late, 
so get those forms in the mail today!  
If you are a new member, or know someone 
that wants to join, membership and renewal 
forms can be accessed at the TFMA website 
at www.tfma.org.  For additional information, 
or if you have questions regarding member-
ship, please contact Diana Herrera, CFM, 
CPIW at NFIP Region VI at (281) 829-6880 or 
by email at Diana@nfipregion6.com. 

CALL FOR PAPERS AND VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR THE TFMA CONFERENCE 

By John Espinoza, Conference Chair 
 

With the conference in Fort Worth fast approaching, 
much help is needed by members. If you know a 
good topic for a presentation or someone interested 
in sharing information with us, the agenda still has 
a few spaces left.    
In addition, I am looking for a local volunteer in the 
Fort Worth area that can assist with the conference 
committee. Donations and freebies for conference 
welcome bags are also still needed.   
Presentation abstracts and “Call for Papers” is in 
the works as we finalize the agenda. Please submit 
these to John Espinoza at john.espinoza@tcb.
aecom.com or fax at (210) 296-2025. Please limit 
abstracts to 300 words. I can be reached for ques-
tions at (210) 296-2009.  
 
NOTE: CHECK THE TFMA WEBSITE FOR CON-
FERENCE DETAILS AND REGISTRATION IN-

FORMATION.   
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
According to Penny Goode, TCFM, TFMA 
Treasurer, as of Jan. 2004, TFMA deposits to-
taled $57, 761.00. At the spring conference, 
members will be asked for input regarding get-
ting a check card to make purchases and transfer-
ring some of the funds to a CD. Penny will pro-
vide the minutes regarding finances. As of Feb, 
2004, 317 membership application have been re-
ceived. Several corporate sponsors have signed 
on, and TFMA is pleased to have four $300.00 
sponsors for the March 11th “Mitigation of Im-
pacts in Special Flood Hazard Areas”  workshop 
in Houston. They are SMART VENT, J.F. 
THOMPSON,  S &  B INFRASTRUCTURE, 
LTD. and CARTER &  BURGESS, INC. A big 
“ thank you”  is extended to these folks for their 
generosity.  
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Next quarter when downloading the newsletter,  expect to see a new face - on the newsletter. The Wallace Group has 
graciously volunteered to step in and begin producing our quarterly publication.  Our Association has experienced tre-
mendous growth, requiring more effort from members  to keep pace with new challenges facing us.  I’m up for the fun, 
and will soon begin focusing on other TFMA projects that are in the works.  Many thanks to the Board, Regional Direc-
tors, Committee Chairs and members that provided valuable input. To those of you that I harassed, sent curt reminder 
emails, or poked fun at, forgive me (especially you Roy). Hey, it’s a perk of the job!  Please give Don and Mindy at 
Wallace Group a hand, and take a few minutes from your busy schedule to draft a quick article or forward a picture for 
the newsletter. Many thanks in advance to the Wallace Group (and to you, Ron M. for your assistance - I owe you 
one!). It bears repeating - THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER, SO PLEASE CONTRIBUTE!  See ya’ll in Cowtown!  
Cathy 

 
MEMBER SERVICES COMMITTEE  

COMPILES SURVEY RESULTS  
The member survey was completed in December. 
A total of 162 members responded online or by 
mail. Survey results were collected and reported 
to the Board. Results are also available on the 
TFMA web site for those that want to review the 

range of responses members provided. At the spring confer-
ence, members will be provided an overview of how responses 
will be used to guide future decisions about the direction of our 
Association.  
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(Photo, left).  
TFMA presented Mike How-
ard, former NFIP Coordinator 
with TNRCC and our best bud, 
with a retirement gift at the 
Kerrville conference. Retire, 
you say? Not if you know 
Mike. Rumor has it that when 
he wasn’ t chasing  big buck 
this fall, he was working at 
Academy so he could get the 
20% discount on all that new 
hunting gear. 
 Mike can be found back at the 
State once again heading up 
the NFIP in Texas, but now as 
a consultant. Way to go, Mike. 
Give him a call at (512) 239-
6155 and say “Hi”  or visit him 
at Academy on weekends now 
through fishing season - ha!  

��� � � � � �� � � � 	 
 � �

 (Photo, Right). Why does this content, sleeping baby resemble Roy Sedwick, 
TFMA’s Executive Director? If you can imagine Roy without the mustache, 
the smile and cheeks are enough to give it away!  Introducing Tate Andrew 
Sedwick, Roy’s first grandbaby, born Feb. 7th. Proud parents are Roy’s son 

Kevin and wife Desiree. Congratulations to all! In the near future, Roy’s 
GCCA bumper sticker on his truck will be replaced with an “ My Grandson 

Tate is an Honor Roll Student and I’m Proud of it.”  

 

(Photo, above). 
At the fall conference, H2O 

Partners, Inc. presented 
“ Developing a Hazard 

Mitigation Plan”  with per-
spectives from the local, 

state and federal level. (left 
to right) Diane presents 

Cathy Meek, CFM, Jo Ann 
Howard, and Ed Klaus with 

TFMA pen sets. 

(Photo, right).  
Longtime friend and TFMA member 
Larry Eblen, along with Hector Guerrero 
of the National Weather Service, hold a 
promotional flyer for “Turn Around 
Don’ t Drown”. These are, as they pro-
mote - words to live by. The catchy slo-
gan, brainchild of Hector (right), is part 
of a nationwide flood safety public 
awareness campaign designed to help 
reduce flood-related deaths in the U.S. 
How can you help? Visit http://www.srh.
noaa.gov/tadd and get posters, stickers 
and tips for distributing these materials 
in your community and schools. Teach 
those smart kids in your schools to be an 
educated back-seat driver when mom or 
dad  consider crossing a flooded road-
way. Larry, as usual, captivated partici-
pants at the fall conference with a fantas-
tic and entertaining presentation. Thanks 
to Larry and Hector for all their support 
to TFMA. 
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The Texas Floodplain Management Assoc. 
200 East Locust, Suite 8 

Angleton, TX  77515 
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    TFMA CONTACT INFORMATION YEAR 2003-2005 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Executive Director: 
Roy D. Sedwick, CFM 
Floodplain Coordinator/LCRA 
Phone:  512-473-3200x2805 
E-mail:  rsedwick@lcra.org 
Chairman:  Diane Calhoun,CFM 
President, Diane Calhoun Consulting, Inc. 
Phone:  940-365-2758 
E-mail:  dianecalhoun@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-Chairman: Ray Burgess, CFM 
Chief Bldg. Official, City of Seabrook 
Phone:  281-291-5670 
E-mail: rburgess@seabrook.tx.com 
Treasurer:  Penny Goode, TCFM 
Floodplain Administrator/Brazoria County 
Phone:  979-864-1295 
E-mail:  penny@brazoria-county.com  
Secretary:  Mendi Litman, P.E., CFM 
San Antonio Public Works 
Phone:  210-207-8046 
E-mail:  mlitman@sanantonio.gov 
 
REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
Region 1 Director: 
Louis D. Skipper Wood, Jr.,P.E.,CFM 
Civil Engineer/City of Lubbock 
Phone: 806-775-2331 
E-mail:  Swood@mail.ci.lubbock.tx.us 
 

Region 2 Director: 
Robert Terry Pribble, P.E.,CFM 
Engineer/City of Abilene 
Phone: 915-676-6480 
E-mail: pribblet@abiletx.com 
Region 3 Director:  
Donald Hatcher, P.E. 
City Engineer 
Phone:  915-643-6626 
E-mail: dhatcher@ci.brownwood.tx.us 
Region 4 Director: 
Ron Morrison, P.E.,TCFM 
The Wallace Group, Inc.  
Phone: 214-747-3733 
E-mail:  Morrison@wallace-group.com 
Region 5 Director: 
Ray Windsor, CFM 
Floodplain Administrator/City of Austin 
Phone:  512-974-3362 
E-mail: ray.windsor@ci.austin.tx.us 
Region 6 Director 
Steven Gonzales, P.E. 
San Antonio River Authority 
Phone:  210-302-3650 
E-mail:  steveng@sara-tx.org 
Region 7 Director: 
David Brandon 
San Jacinto County Deputy EMC 
Phone:  936-653-3395 
E-mail: sjcoem@eastex.net 
 
 
 

Region 8 Director: 
Don Guynes, CFM 
Phone:  361-972-3605 
E-mail:  copbi@wcnet.net 
Region 9 Director: 
Peggy Smith, CFM 
Floodplain Adm./Victoria County 
Phone:  361-576-1031 
E-mail: psmith@victoriacountytx.org 
Region 10 Director: 
David Patterson, P.E., CFM 
Michael Baker, Jr., Inc. 
Phone:  972-540-6214 
E-mail: dpatterson@mbakercorp.com 
 
TFMA COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
John Espinoza, CFM (Legislative )  
Ph: 210-296-2009 
Diana Herrera, CFM (Membership)  Ph: 281-829-6880 
Don/Mindy Wallace (Newsletter)  Ph: 214-747-3733 
Janine Ellington, CFM (Certification) Ph: 830-608-
2090 
John Espinosa, CFM (Conference)  Ph:  210-296-2009 
Gary Fennell, CFM (Finance)  Ph: 972-721-3721  
Ann Yakimovicz, CFM (Member Services) 
Ph: (512) 634-2240 
 
 
 
 

 

I f you would like to contr ibute an item 
for  the newsletter , please contact Don or 

M indy Wallace at (214) 747-3733 or 
dwallace@wallace-group.com. 
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